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part of the Empire, and, as such, entitled to every consideration. It will
very largely depend upon the spirit that guides British, Colonial and
Indian statesmen, whether the Empire is to remain firmly knit together,
or whether it is to suffer disintegration owing to conflicting interests.
Indian Opinion, 11-11-1905
146. IMMIGRATION ACT OF NATAL
We draw the attention of Mr. Harry Smith, the Principal Immigra-
tion Restriction Officer, to a free translation we have given in another
column of hardships that Indian passengers are alleged to have had to
undergo on board the s. s. Somali. If the allegations1 are at all true,
they show a very serious state of affairs. The passenger who has made
the complaint which is before us has signed it, and he was severely cross-
examined before we decided to take it and give it publication. We $re
aware that Mr. Harry Smith is just as eager as we are to avoid any un-
necessary hardships to the passengers who may be affected by the Immigra-
tion Act. We, therefore, feel certain that we have only to draw his atten-
tion to this complaint to insure a thorough investigation. We might
mention that this is not the first occasion on which we have received com-
plaints of this nature, but hitherto we have not thought fit to publish
them or to do anything more than suggest to the complainants to for-
ward their complaints to the proper quarters; but the facts that have
come to us this time have been so well and earnestly put that we con-
sider it to be our duty to draw public attention to them. We shall be
happy to give an equally prominent publication to anything that the
Immigration authorities may have to say either in contradiction, expla-
nation, or justification.
Indian Opinion, 11-11-1905
147. RED TAPE
The Natal Mercury has rendered a public service in publishing cor-
respondence which throws a great deal of light on the working of the
Immigration Restriction Act. It appears that a well-educated Indian,
Mr. E. Vaz, was, on the 30th September last, on going to see a friend
off by one of the German steamers, prevented from going to the steamer.
The friend also, whom Mr, Vaz was to see off, although he produced his
second-class ticket, was not allowed to board the steamer. Both of them
were, it is complained, roughly handled by the constable on duty. Mr.
Vaz thereupon wrote to the Superintendent of Water Police, who told him
I Twenty-seven' persons who had reached Natal Port on October 25, were detained on
board in an ill-ventilated hold for three days, most of them without food or water. Vide
"Treatment of Indians at the Point", p 135,